
Westglen School 
PAWPRINTS

PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

Apr i l  2019

www.westglen.ca

Westglen School

2405 23 Ave

Bag 200

Didsbury, AB

T0M 0W0

Ph: (403) 335-8700

Fax: (403) 335-8702

Principal:

Carolyn Massel

Vice Principal:

Allan Whitehead

"Promise me, you will always see the 
good in every child"
Mrs. Linda Pothier

Westglen will engage every student 
in meaningful learning by challenging, 
encouraging and believing in them in 
a middle school setting

Dear parents,

Our school, along with many others, is taking a hard look at attendance 
data.  Research shows that students who miss even a few days each 
month are at far greater risk of academic failure and dropping out than 
students who attend regularly.  The best prediction of passing classes 
and getting high grades in high school comes from a combination of just 
two indicators? grades and attendance. Students who are chronically 
absent (more than 10% absent), often have difficulty with academic 
content, struggle to maintain positive relationships with peers or adults 
in the school and have higher rates of disengagement and school failure 
over time than students with regular attendance.  Currently at Westglen, 
22%  of our students fall into the chronic absenteeism category!  

I know that it is not always easy to get to school each day - I?m a parent, 
too!  Many situations can cause a student to be absent from school but  
just missing a couple of days a month can add up in a hurry!  We are 
happy to work with you to help your student maintain regular 
attendance.  Please contact your child?s teacher or myself at 335-8700.

I want to sincerely thank you for your efforts to help your student attend 
school regularly.  By working to ensure your daughter or son is in school 
every day when not seriously ill, you are helping your student have the 
best chances in school and in life.

https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/5-Key-Findings-MG-Final.pdf


STRONG LEADERSHIP SETS STUDENTS 
AND STAFF UP FOR SUCCESS
A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Strong leadership sets students and staff up for success 

A Message from The Board of Education 

As elected Trustees with the Chinook?s Edge Board of Education, we are leading an initiative to ensure that Education is a 
priority discussion throughout the current provincial election process. Albertans will vote on April 16th for the party that will 
lead our province into the future. To us, this must include a vision that ensures adequate supports for the students and school 
communities we serve. We are keen to discover what each party?s Education platform is and what each candidate?s Education 
priorities are.  

We have developed an information sheet (link) that outlines our top priorities for Education, and encourage our school 
communities to join us in discussing Education with your local candidates. Thank you for working with us to find solutions that 
continue supporting our quality learning environments for students. Together, we will ensure that Chinook?s Edge remains the 
school division ?where students come first?. On behalf of the entire Board of Education, thank you for your involvement in 
moving our division forward. 

Colleen Butler, Chair

Chinook?s Edge Board of Education 

SCHOOL NEWS
BAND NOTES
Our grade 8 band has been asked to perform at the Olds Kiwanis Music Festival Grand Concer t this year which is a concert 
that showcases the top performers and performances from the music festival. It is a huge honour to be asked!! 

The concer t is on Tuesday, Apr il 2 at 7 pm at the TransCanada Theatre in Olds, and involves playing O Canada and one 
other of our pieces to start the evening concert. The students then would be able to leave. Including warmup, I  anticipate that 
this would involve a time commitment of 45 minutes from 6:30 - 7:15. 

It is a huge honour to be asked to perform at this concert and full participation from all band members is necessary. I am very 
excited about this opportunity for our students to showcase their talents!  

Reminders: 

*This is a required concert for all grade 8 band members. All students are to be in their black concert dress clothes. 

*Students do not have to stay for the entire concert, they may leave after our performance. (Expected time commitment 6:30 

pm - 7:15 pm) 

* If you are driving your child, students must be in the warm-up room at the TransCanada Theatre by 6:30 pm. *

I f your child is needing a r ide, they will need to be at Westglen by 6:00 pm. They will also need to be picked up from there 
as well. 

  

https://www.cesd73.ca/documents/general/POSTER%20-%20CESD%2073%20Board%20Top%203%20Priorities.pdf


PARENT SURVEY

SCHOOL NEWS

Your Trustee, Gord Kerr,  is 
always available and 
happy to hear from you. 
Visit the Board section of 
our division website at 
www.cesd73.ca  for his 
contact information.  

Superintendent Kurt Sacher 
can be contacted directly 
from the Board section as 
well.

Mission:

Chinook?s Edge School Division will engage every student in meaningful learning by 
challenging, encouraging and believing in them.

Vision:

Chinook?s Edge School Division will be universally recognized as a collaborative learning 
community where learning is personalized for all students to achieve success as 

compassionate and innovative global citizens.

LIBRARY NEWS

BADMINTON NEWS

Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete 
our parent survey.  We are already beginning to 
plan for the 2019-2020 school year, and the 
feedback we receive from parents is valuable for 
determining what is working well and identifying 
where we can improve. The survey will remain 
open until April 12th.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BBW5TY3

Our book fair will run from April 2nd to April 5th.  Any money earned will be 
going to purchase student resources.  We look forward to seeing you there.

The end of the school year is quickly approaching. Please ensure that all 
overdues are back before the end of June. Students can see what they need to 
be return via the internet and the Destiny program. Please return them as soon 
as possible.

GOOD READING!!

Mrs. Nickel

ABOVE:  Claire and Avery show off their 
bronze medals.  Congratulations, girls!

MOUNTAIN VIEW SCIENCE FAIR
Two of our grade five students were awarded the bronze medal at the Mountain 
View Science and Technology Fair.  They are advancing to the Red Deer 
Science Fair at the end of March.

Well done, girls!

Badminton is underway!  Grade 7s practice on Tuesday 
and Thursdays and grade 8s practice Monday and 
Wednesdays.  All practices are from 3:30 -5:00 pm.

GRADE 5 FUNDRAISING
Grade five students have started selling World's 
Finest Chocolates to raise money for camp in 
June.  The kids will enjoy two days at River's 
Edge Camp, near Cremona, June 13 and 14th.

True Spir it  of  Hockey Day, March 22nd
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 DGC Junior Golf   

Are you int erest ed in a fun sum m er  golf  program  for  your  k ids? 

Didsbury Golf  Club of fers a Junior  Mem bership for  t he golf  season for  only $95 (includes gst )                                
Juniors m ust  be bet ween age 6 & 17

Your Junior Golf Membership will include the following: 

* 7 group golf lessons with a golf pro (Mr. Dallas Johnson) running Thursday mornings in July and August. 

* A junior windup including a fun morning of golf, lunch & prizes. 

* Use of our junior clubs & pull carts for no charge 

* Freedom to golf every Thursday morning with only other junior golfers on the course. 

* Ability to golf at the Didsbury Golf Club for the full 2019 season 

If  t h is int erest s you, t hen check  out  t he pro shop at  t he  Didsbury Golf  Club t o get  regist ered                                                        
for  a fun, golf  f i l led sum m er . 

Deadline for  Junior  regist rat ion (for  lessons) is June 24t h, lessons st ar t  July 4t h and run every Thursday m orning 
hour ly f rom  8am -12pm  and t he w indup w il l  be held on August  22nd. 

* Thanks t o Gil?s Truck  and Aut o for  sponsor ing t he sum m er  program  w it h proceeds f rom  t heir  annual                   
GTA Jr  Golf  Tournam ent  

For  info call: DGC 403-335-3635 www.didsburygolf .ca 
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